


Message from the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer

“The Red Cross means, not national aid for the needs of the people, but the people’s aid for the needs of the nation” - Clara Barton

Welcome to our annual report for fiscal year 2008. Reflection on the past year has elements both of accomplishment and challenge.
Fortunately, accomplishments outweigh challenges in many respects, and, most importantly, reflect a growth and depth of service
delivery capacity in our people in keeping with the expansion of our jurisdiction and its population.

We were fortunate to dodge any large-scale disasters; however, we spent plenty of time with nearly 400 smaller incidents. From home
and apartment fires to weather incidents of various sorts, our Red Cross disaster volunteers and employees time and again made
the personal, caring difference for individuals and families having that proverbial “very bad day.”

This is written as our portion of Hurricanes Gustav and Ike operations shut down. Katrina and Rita in 2005 set the stage for numerous
changes and improvements in how we shelter our Texas neighbors in San Antonio; be assured, the changes and improvements have
been made and finely honed. The professionalism and collaboration that exemplified the 2005 experience were seen in profound
measure this time around. Congratulations to all who made this a stellar moment in the Chapter’s history.

Our efforts to reunite service members with their families in time of trouble, bring comfort to those families, and assist Iraq and
Afghanistan veterans with ongoing needs met with sincere appreciation and gratitude from those who sacrifice much to serve
our country.

Every day, somewhere across our jurisdiction, friends and neighbors of ours gain lifesaving skills and knowledge from our health
and safety instructors and disaster preparedness presenters.

Our challenges await; financially, 2008 could have been much better, and given current events, this year will have additional fundraising
challenges. But we have the corps of people and experience to make that next leap in service delivery; all we need are the means.

So please take this note as a request to be part of the needed help we offer every day, not only with your hands, but by supporting
this work financially and bringing others to the family who will as well. After all, as a anonymous wag once said, “Pedigree indicates
what the animal should be. Conformation indicates what the animal appears to be. But performance indicates what the animal
actually is.” Your Red Cross has performed as a champion this year.

Katherine Sisoian Mike Bennett
Chairman Chief Executive Officer

Val Verde

Our Service Area

San Antonio Headquarters - serving
Atascosa, Bandera, Bexar, Karnes
and Wilson counties.

Del Rio Branch - serving Edwards, Kinney,
Maverick and Val Verde counties.

Laredo Branch - serving Dimmit, LaSalle,
McMullen, Webb and Zapata counties.

Del Rio
*

Kinney

Antonio

Atascosa

New Braunfels Branch - serving Comal,
Gonzales, Guadalupe and Kendall counties.

Uvalde Branch - serving Frio, Medina,
Real, Uvalde and Zavala counties.

Our Mission Statement

The American Red Cross, a humanitarian organization led by
volunteers, guided by its Congressional Charter and the Fundamental
Principles of the International Red Cross Movement, will provide
relief to victims of disasters and help people prevent, prepare for,
and respond to emergencies.
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The San Antonio Area Chapter was founded
and began operation in 1916 as the first
chapter in the state of Texas. Designed to
provide daily support to cover 2.4 million
Texans in 23 counties, the San Antonio
Area Chapter serves the community in five
major areas: Disaster Services, Health and
Safety Services, International Services,
Service to the Armed Forces, and Volunteer
and Youth Services.

“The services of the Red Cross demonstrate our
nation’s tradition of neighbor helping neighbor.”

President Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1959
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1948: Red Cross opens it's
first blood collection center
in Rochester, NY.
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“Although its growth may seem to have
been slow, it is to be remembered that
it is not a shrub, or plant, to shoot up
in the summer and wither in the frosts.
The Red Cross is a part of us—it has
come to stay—and like the sturdy oak,
its spreading branches shall yet
encompass and shelter the relief of
the nation.”
Clara Barton
Ceremony of her retirement as

American Red Cross President
May 14, 1904
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1912: Red Cross
approves creation of the
Rodeo Begins Rural Nursing Program

Valentine’s Day

President’s Day

Rodeo Ends
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Today, the San Antonio Area Chapter
considers emergency response to be
among its top duties in serving the
community. The Chapter aims to offer
prompt relief to victims of disaster,
providing shelter, food, clothing, and
more in the immediate aftermath of
devastation. In San Antonio alone,
the Red Cross responds to an average
of ten emergencies every week and
was on hand at nearly 400 disasters
last year.

March

Thursday Friday Saturday

First Day of Spring

1911: Red Cross helps
families of the tragic
Triangle Shirt Factory fire
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“The Red Cross in its nature, its aims
and purposes, and consequently, its
methods, is unlike any other organization
in the country. It is an organization of
physical action, of instantaneous action,
at the spur of the moment; it cannot
await the ordinary deliberation of
organized bodies if it would be of use
to suffering humanity.”

Clara Barton
1901 report to the U.S. Congress
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Easter

1912: Clara Barton dies
at age 91.

Fiesta Begins

1995: Red Cross aids victims
of bombing of Murrah Federal
Building in Oklahoma City.

Fiesta Ends






